Evolution’s Bad Girl: Ardi Shakes up the fossil record.
by BruceBower
1. Describe the characteristics of Ardi.  From what species does she hail from? How old is she thought to be?
2. What is the human evolutionary family also known as?
3. What two assumptions about the origins of man did Ardi demolish, as discovered by White in analysis of her bones?

4. How does White’s team reason that two-legged walking evolved?

5. Describe the scenario that Ardi fits in accordance with hominid lineages.

6. Who was Oreopithecus?
7. How do Ardi’s remains indicate that the last common ancestor of humans did not look like present-day chimps?

8. How could have Ardi developed substantial changes from chimps? Are these changes concrete evidence?

9. Did Ardi’s remains indicate clearly whether she was built for the trees or walking? If not, are other remains found that are as ambigious?
10. What could Ardipithecus possibly be? Why is this important? Does White’s team support this inference?

11. How did Lucy’s kind change sexual relations for hominids? 

12.  Explain Lovejoy’s thinking for why monogamy “worked”.

13. What are the criticisms found for Lovejoy’s evidence and opinion?

14. How do Ardi’s remains support Lovejoy’s argument?

15. Is Lovejoy’s theory accepted by the majority of the community? Why or why not?

16. What characteristics of the bonobo make them a candidate for the ancestry of humans?

17. According to Lovejoy, what could Ardipithecus possibly represent?

18. Why have White’s finds not been accepted at first impression by the scientific community?
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